











15. At the inauguration ceremony, together with the family that plays an important
role in his life. From left to right: wife Melania, youngest son Barron, eldest son
Donald Jr., and daughter Ivanka.
January 20, 2017

16. At war with the mainstream press, which did everything possible to prevent
Donald J. Trump from becoming president of the USA.
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INAUGURAL ADDRESS

JANUARY 20, 2017

hief Justice Roberts, President Carter, President Clinton,
President Bush, President Obama, fellow Americans, and
people of the world: Thank you.

We, the citizens of America, are now joined in a great national effort
to rebuild our country and restore its promise for all of our people.
Together, we will determine the course of America and the world for
many, many years to come. We will face challenges, we will confront
hardships, but we will get the job done.

Every 4 years, we gather on these steps to carry out the orderly and
peaceful transfer of power, and we are grateful to President Obama
and First Lady Michelle Obama for their gracious aid throughout this
transition. They have been magnificent. Thank you.

Today’s ceremony, however, has very special meaning. Because
today we are not merely transferring power from one administration
to another or from one party to another, but we are transferring power
from Washington, DC, and giving it back to you, the people.

For too long, a small group in our Nation’s Capital has reaped
the rewards of Government while the people have borne the cost.

Washington flourished, but the people did not share in its wealth.
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Politicians prospered, but the jobs left, and the factories closed. The
establishment protected itself, but not the citizens of our country.
Their victories have not been your victories; their triumphs have not
been your triumphs; and while they celebrated in our Nation’s Capital,
there was little to celebrate for struggling families all across our land.

That all changes, starting right here and right now, because this
moment is your moment: It belongs to you. It belongs to everyone
gathered here today and everyone watching all across America. This
is your day. This is your celebration. And this, the United States of
America, is your country.

What truly matters is not which party controls our Government,
but whether our Government is controlled by the people. January 20,
2017, will be remembered as the day the people became the rulers of
this Nation again. The forgotten men and women of our country will
be forgotten no longer. Everyone is listening to you now.

You came by the tens of millions to become part of a historic
movement the likes of which the world has never seen before. At the
center of this movement is a crucial conviction: that a nation exists to
serve its citizens. Americans want great schools for their children, safe
neighborhoods for their families, and good jobs for themselves. These are
just and reasonable demands of righteous people and a righteous public.

But for too many of our citizens, a different reality exists: Mothers
and children trapped in poverty in our inner cities; rusted-out factories
scattered like tombstones across the landscape of our Nation; an
education system, flush with cash, but which leaves our young and
beautiful students deprived of all knowledge; and the crime and the
gangs and the drugs that have stolen too many lives and robbed our

country of so much unrealized potential.
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This American carnage stops right here and stops right now. We
are one Nation, and their pain is our pain, their dreams are our dreams,
and their success will be our success. We share one heart, one home,
and one glorious destiny.

The oath of office I take today is an oath of allegiance to all
Americans.

For many decades, we’ve enriched foreign industry at the expense
of American industry, subsidized the armies of other countries while
allowing for the very sad depletion of our military. We’ve defended other
nations’ borders while refusing to defend our own and spent trillions and
trillions of dollars overseas while America’s infrastructure has fallen into
disrepair and decay. We’ve made other countries rich while the wealth,
strength, and confidence of our country has dissipated over the horizon.

One by one, the factories shuttered and left our shores, with not
even a thought about the millions and millions of American workers
that were left behind. The wealth of our middle class has been ripped
from their homes and then redistributed all across the world.

But that is the past. And now we are looking only to the future.

We, assembled here today, are issuing a new decree to be heard in
every city, in every foreign capital, and in every hall of power. From this
day forward, a new vision will govern our land. From this day forward,
it’s going to be only America first. America first.

Every decision on trade, on taxes, on immigration, on foreign affairs,
will be made to benefit American workers and American families.

We must protect our borders from the ravages of other countries
making our products, stealing our companies, and destroying our jobs.
Protection will lead to great prosperity and strength. I will fight for

you with every breath in my body, and I will never, ever let you down.
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America will start winning again, winning like never before. We
will bring back our jobs. We will bring back our borders. We will bring
back our wealth. And we will bring back our dreams.

We will build new roads and highways and bridges and airports
and tunnels and railways all across our wonderful Nation.

We will get our people off of welfare and back to work, rebuilding
our country with American hands and American labor. We will follow
two simple rules: Buy American and hire American.

We will seek friendship and good will with the nations of the world,
but we do so with the understanding that it is the right of all nations to
put their own interests first. We do not seek to impose our way of life
on anyone, but rather to let it shine as an example—we will shine—for
everyone to follow.

We will reinforce old alliances and form new ones and unite the
civilized world against radical Islamic terrorism, which we will eradicate
completely from the face of the Earth.

At the bedrock of our politics will be a total allegiance to the United
States of America, and through our loyalty to our country, we will rediscover
our loyalty to each other. When you open your heart to patriotism, there
is no room for prejudice. The Bible tells us, “How good and pleasant it
is when God’s people live together in unity.” We must speak our minds
openly, debate our disagreements honestly, but always pursue solidarity.
When America is united, America is totally unstoppable. There should
be no fear: We are protected, and we will always be protected. We will be
protected by the great men and women of our military and law enforcement,
and most importantly, we will be protected by God.

Finally, we must think big and dream even bigger. In America, we

understand that a nation is only living as long as it is striving.
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We will no longer accept politicians who are all talk and no action,
constantly complaining, but never doing anything about it. The time
for empty talk is over. Now arrives the hour of action.

Do notallow anyone to tell you that it cannot be done. No challenge
can match the heart and fight and spirit of America. We will not fail.
Our country will thrive and prosper again.

We stand at the birth of a new millennium, ready to unlock the
mysteries of space, to free the Earth from the miseries of disease, and to
harness the energies, industries, and technologies of tomorrow. A new
national pride will stir our souls, lift our sights, and heal our divisions.

It’s time to remember that old wisdom our soldiers will never forget:
that whether we are Black or Brown or White, we all bleed the same
red blood of patriots, we all enjoy the same glorious freedoms, and we
all salute the same great American flag.

And whether a child is born in the urban sprawl of Detroit or the
windswept plains of Nebraska, they look up at the same night sky,
they fill their heart with the same dreams, and they are infused with
the breath of life by the same almighty Creator.

So to all Americans in every city near and far, small and large, from
mountain to mountain, from ocean to ocean, hear these words: You
will never be ignored again. Your voice, your hopes, and your dreams
will define our American destiny. And your courage and goodness and
love will forever guide us along the way.

Together, we will make America strong again. We will make America
wealthy again. We will make America proud again. We will make
America safe again.

And, yes, together, we will make America great again. Thank you.
God bless you, and God bless America. Thank you. God bless America.
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REMARKS BY PRESIDENT TRUMP
TO THE PEOPLE OF POLAND

Krasifiski Square
Warsaw, Poland

1:16 PM. CEST

MRS. TRUMP: Hello, Poland! Thank you very much. My
husband and I have enjoyed visiting your beautiful country. I want
to thank President and Mrs. Duda for the warm welcome and their
generous hospitality. I had the opportunity to visit the Copernicus
Science Centre today, and found it not only informative but thoughtful,
its mission, which is to inspire people to observe, experiment, ask
questions, and seck answers.

I can think of no better purpose for such a wonderful science center.
Thank you to all who were involved in giving us the tour, especially the
children who made it such a wonderful experience.

As many of you know, a main focus of my husband’s presidency is
safety and security of the American people. I think all of us can agree
people should be able to live their lives without fear, no matter what
country they live in. That is my wish for all of us around the world.
(Applaunse.)

Thank you again for this wonderful welcome to your very special

country. Your kindness and gracious hospitality will not be forgotten.

(Applaunse.)
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And now it is my honor to introduce to you my husband, the

President of the United States, Donald J. Trump. (Applause.)

PRESIDENT TRUMP: Thank you very much. That’s so nice.
The United States has many great diplomats, but there is truly no better
ambassador for our country than our beautiful First Lady, Melania.
Thank you, Melania. That was very nice. (Applause.)

We’ve come to your nation to deliver a very important message:
Americaloves Poland, and America loves the Polish people. (Applause.)
Thank you.

The Poles have not only greatly enriched this region, but Polish-
Americans have also greatly enriched the United States, and I was truly
proud to have their support in the 2016 election. (Applause.)

It is a profound honor to stand in this city, by this monument to
the Warsaw Uprising, and to address the Polish nation that so many
generations have dreamed of: a Poland that is safe, strong, and free.
(Applause.)

President Duda and your wonderful First Lady, Agata, have
welcomed us with the tremendous warmth and kindness for which
Poland is known around the world. Thank you. (Applaunse.)

My sincere — and I mean sincerely thank both of them. And to
Prime Minister Syzdlo, a very special thanks also. (Applause.)

We are also pleased that former President Lech Walesa, so famous for
leading the Solidarity Movement, has joined us today, also. (Applaunse.)
Thank you. Thank you. Thank you.

On behalf of all Americans, let me also thank the entire Polish
people for the generosity you have shown in welcoming our soldiers to

your country. These soldiers are not only brave defenders of freedom,
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but also symbols of America’s commitment to your security and your
place in a strong and democratic Europe.

We are proudly joined on stage by American, Polish, British, and
Romanian soldiers. Thank you. (Applanse.) Thank you. Great job.

President Duda and I have just come from an incredibly successful
meeting with the leaders participating in the Three Seas Initiative. To the
citizens of this great region, America is eager to expand our partnership
with you. We welcome stronger ties of trade and commerce as you
grow your economies. And we are committed to securing your access
to alternate sources of energy, so Poland and its neighbors are never
again held hostage to a single supplier of energy. (Applause.)

Mr. President, I congratulate you, along with the President of
Croatia, on your leadership of this historic Three Seas Initiative. Thank
you. (Applause.)

This is my first visit to Central Europe as President, and I am
thrilled that it could be right here at this magnificent, beautiful piece
of land. It is beautiful. (Applause.) Poland is the geographic heart of
Europe, but more importantly, in the Polish people, we see the soul of
Europe. Your nation is great because your spirit is great and your spirit
is strong. (Applause.)

For two centuries, Poland suffered constant and brutal attacks.
But while Poland could be invaded and occupied, and its borders even
erased from the map, it could never be erased from history or from your
hearts. In those dark days, you have lost your land but you never lost
your pride. (Applause.)

So itis with true admiration that I can say today, that from the farms
and villages of your countryside to the cathedrals and squares of your

great cities, Poland lives, Poland prospers, and Poland prevails. (Applause.)
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Despite every effort to transform you, oppress you, or destroy you,
you endured and overcame. You are the proud nation of Copernicus
— think of that — (Applause.) — Chopin, Saint John Paul II. Poland
is a land of great heroes. (Applause.) And you are a people who know
the true value of what you defend.

The triumph of the Polish spirit over centuries of hardship gives us
all hope for a future in which good conquers evil, and peace achieves
victory over war.

For Americans, Poland has been a symbol of hope since the beginning
of our nation. Polish heroes and American patriots fought side by side
in our War of Independence and in many wars that followed. Our
soldiers still serve together today in Afghanistan and Iraq, combatting
the enemies of all civilization.

For America’s part, we have never given up on freedom and
independence as the right and destiny of the Polish people, and we
never, ever will. (Applanse.)

Our two countries share a special bond forged by unique histories
and national characters. It’s a fellowship that exists only among people
who have fought and bled and died for freedom. (Applause.)

The signs of this friendship stand in our nation’s capital. Just steps
from the White House, we’ve raised statues of men with names like
Putaski and Kosciuszko. (Applanse.) The same is true in Warsaw, where
street signs carry the name of George Washington, and a monument
stands to one of the world’s greatest heroes, Ronald Reagan. (Applause.)

And so Iam here today not just to visit an old ally, but to hold it up
as an example for others who seek freedom and who wish to summon
the courage and the will to defend our civilization. (Applause.) The

story of Poland is the story of a people who have never lost hope, who
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have never been broken, and who have never, ever forgotten who they

are. (Applause.)
AUDIENCE: Donald Trump! Donald Trump! Donald Trump!

PRESIDENT TRUMP: Thank you. Thank you so much. Thank
you. Thank you so much. Such a great honor. This is a nation more
than one thousand years old. Your borders were erased for more than
a century and only restored just one century ago.

In 1920, in the Miracle of Vistula, Poland stopped the Soviet army
bent on European conquest. (Applause.) Then, 19 years later in 1939,
you were invaded yet again, this time by Nazi Germany from the west
and the Soviet Union from the east. That’s trouble. That’s tough.

Under a double occupation the Polish people endured evils beyond
description: the Katyn forest massacre, the occupations, the Holocaust,
the Warsaw Ghetto and the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising, the destruction
of this beautiful capital city, and the deaths of nearly one in five Polish
people. A vibrant Jewish population — the largest in Europe — was
reduced to almost nothing after the Nazis systematically murdered
millions of Poland’s Jewish citizens, along with countless others, during
that brutal occupation.

In the summer of 1944, the Nazi and Soviet armies were preparing
for a terrible and bloody battle right here in Warsaw. Amid that hell on
earth, the citizens of Poland rose up to defend their homeland. I am
deeply honored to be joined on stage today by veterans and heroes of

the Warsaw Uprising. (Applause.)

AUDIENCE: (Chanting.)
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PRESIDENT TRUMP: What great spirit. We salute your noble
sacrifice and we pledge to always remember your fight for Poland and
for freedom. Thank you. Thank you. (Applanse.)

This monument reminds us that more than 150,000 Poles died
during that desperate struggle to overthrow oppression.

From the other side of the river, the Soviet armed forces stopped
and waited. They watched as the Nazis ruthlessly destroyed the city,
viciously murdering men, women, and children. They tried to destroy
this nation forever by shattering its will to survive.

But there is a courage and a strength deep in the Polish character
that no one could destroy. The Polish martyr, Bishop Michael Kozal,
said it well: “More horrifying than a defeat of arms is a collapse of the
human spirit.”

Through four decades of communist rule, Poland and the other
captive nations of Europe endured a brutal campaign to demolish
freedom, your faith, your laws, your history, your identity — indeed
the very essence of your culture and your humanity. Yet, through itall,
you never lost that spirit. (Applause.) Your oppressors tried to break
you, but Poland could not be broken. (Applause.)

And when the day came on June 2nd, 1979, and one million Poles
gathered around Victory Square for their very first mass with their Polish
Pope, that day, every communist in Warsaw must have known that their
oppressive system would soon come crashing down. (Applause.) They
must have known it at the exact moment during Pope John Paul IIs
sermon when a million Polish men, women, and children suddenly
raised their voices in a single prayer. A million Polish people did not ask
for wealth. They did not ask for privilege. Instead, one million Poles
sang three simple words: “We Want God.” (Applause.)
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In those words, the Polish people recalled the promise of a better
future. They found new courage to face down their oppressors, and they
found the words to declare that Poland would be Poland once again.

As I stand here today before this incredible crowd, this faithful
nation, we can still hear those voices that echo through history. Their
message is as true today as ever. The people of Poland, the people
of America, and the people of Europe still cry out “We want God.”
(Applause.)

Together, with Pope John Paul I, the Poles reasserted their identity
as a nation devoted to God. And with that powerful declaration of
who you are, you came to understand what to do and how to live.
You stood in solidarity against oppression, against a lawless secret
police, against a cruel and wicked system that impoverished your
cities and your souls. And you won. Poland prevailed. Poland will

always prevail. (Applause.)
AUDIENCE: Donald Trump! Donald Trump! Donald Trump!

PRESIDENT TRUMP: Thank you. You were supported in that
victory over communism by a strong alliance of free nations in the West
that defied tyranny. Now, among the most committed members of the
NATO Alliance, Poland has resumed its place as a leading nation of a
Europe that is strong, whole, and free.

A strong Poland is a blessing to the nations of Europe, and they
know that. A strong Europe is a blessing to the West and to the world.
(Applanse.) One hundred years after the entry of American forces into
World War I, the transatlantic bond between the United States and

Europe is as strong as ever and maybe, in many ways, even stronger.
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This continent no longer confronts the specter of communism.
But today we’re in the West, and we have to say there are dire threats
to our security and to our way of life. You see what’s happening out
there. They are threats. We will confront them. We will win. But they
are threats. (Applause.)

AUDIENCE: Donald Trump! Donald Trump! Donald Trump!

PRESIDENT TRUMP: We are confronted by another oppressive
ideology — one that seeks to export terrorism and extremism all around
the globe. America and Europe have suffered one terror attack after
another. We’re going to get it to stop. (Applause.)

During a historic gathering in Saudi Arabia, I called on the leaders
of more than 50 Muslim nations to join together to drive out this
menace which threatens all of humanity. We must stand united against
these shared enemies to strip them of their territory and their funding,
and their networks, and any form of ideological support that they may
have. While we will always welcome new citizens who share our values
and love our people, our borders will always be closed to terrorism and

extremism of any kind. (Applause.)
AUDIENCE: Donald Trump! Donald Trump! Donald Trump!

PRESIDENT TRUMP: We are fighting hard against radical
Islamic terrorism, and we will prevail. We cannot accept those who reject
our values and who use hatred to justify violence against the innocent.

Today, the West is also confronted by the powers that seek to test

our will, undermine our confidence, and challenge our interests. To
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meet new forms of aggression, including propaganda, financial crimes,
and cyberwarfare, we must adapt our alliance to compete effectively in
new ways and on all new battlefields.

We urge Russia to cease its destabilizing activities in Ukraine and
elsewhere, and its support for hostile regimes — including Syria and Iran
— and to instead join the community of responsible nations in our fight
against common enemies and in defense of civilization itself. (Applanse.)

Finally, on both sides of the Atlantic, our citizens are confronted
by yet another danger — one firmly within our control. This danger
is invisible to some but familiar to the Poles: the steady creep of
government bureaucracy that drains the vitality and wealth of
the people. The West became great not because of paperwork and
regulations but because people were allowed to chase their dreams
and pursue their destinies.

Americans, Poles, and the nations of Europe value individual
freedom and sovereignty. We must work together to confront forces,
whether they come from inside or out, from the South or the East, that
threaten over time to undermine these values and to erase the bonds
of culture, faith and tradition that make us who we are. (Applaunse.) If
left unchecked, these forces will undermine our courage, sap our spirit,
and weaken our will to defend ourselves and our societies.

But just as our adversaries and enemies of the past learned here in
Poland, we know that these forces, too, are doomed to fail if we want
them to fail. And we do, indeed, want them to fail. (Applaunse.) They
are doomed not only because our alliance is strong, our countries are
resilient, and our power is unmatched. Through all of that, you have
to say everything is true. Our adversaries, however, are doomed because

we will never forget who we are. And if we don’t forget who are, we just
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can’t be beaten. Americans will never forget. The nations of Europe
will never forget. We are the fastest and the greatest community. There
is nothing like our community of nations. The world has never known
anything like our community of nations. We write symphonies. We
pursue innovation. We celebrate our ancient heroes, embrace our
timeless traditions and customs, and always seck to explore and discover
brand-new frontiers. We reward brilliance. We strive for excellence, and
cherish inspiring works of art that honor God. We treasure the rule of
law and protect the right to free speech and free expression. (Applause.)

We empower women as pillars of our society and of our success. We
put faith and family, not government and bureaucracy, at the center of
our lives. And we debate everything. We challenge everything. We seek to
know everything so that we can better know ourselves. (Applaunse.)And
above all, we value the dignity of every human life, protect the rights
of every person, and share the hope of every soul to live in freedom.
That is who we are. Those are the priceless ties that bind us together
as nations, as allies, and as a civilization.

What we have, what we inherited from our — and you know this
better than anybody, and you see it today with this incredible group of
people — what we’ve inherited from our ancestors has never existed to
this extent before. And if we fail to preserve it, it will never, ever exist
again. So we cannot fail.

This great community of nations has something else in common:
In every one of them, it is the people, not the powerful, who have always
formed the foundation of freedom and the cornerstone of our defense.
The people have been that foundation here in Poland — as they were
right here in Warsaw — and they were the foundation from the very,

very beginning in America.
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Our citizens did not win freedom together, did not survive horrors
together, did not face down evil together, only to lose our freedom to
a lack of pride and confidence in our values. We did not and we will

not. We will never back down. (Applanse.)
AUDIENCE: Donald Trump! Donald Trump! Donald Trump!

PRESIDENT TRUMP: As long as we know our history, we will
know how to build our future. Americans know that a strong alliance
of free, sovereign and independent nations is the best defense for our
freedoms and for our interests. That is why my administration has
demanded that all members of NATO finally meet their full and fair
financial obligation.

As a result of this insistence, billions of dollars more have begun to
pour into NATO. In fact, people are shocked. But billions and billions
of dollars more are coming in from countries that, in my opinion, would
not have been paying so quickly.

To those who would criticize our tough stance, I would point
out that the United States has demonstrated not merely with words
but with its actions that we stand firmly behind Article 5, the mutual
defense commitment. (Applause.)

Words are easy, but actions are what matters. And for its own
protection — and you know this, everybody knows this, everybody
has to know this — Europe must do more. Europe must demonstrate
thatit believes in its future by investing its money to secure that future.

That is why we applaud Poland for its decision to move forward
this week on acquiring from the United States the battle-tested Patriot

air and missile defense system — the best anywhere in the world.
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(Applaunse.) That is also why we salute the Polish people for being one
of the NATO countries that has actually achieved the benchmark for
investment in our common defense. Thank you. Thank you, Poland. I
must tell you, the example you set is truly magnificent, and we applaud
Poland. Thank you. (Applause.)

We have to remember that our defense is not just a commitment
of money, it is a commitment of will. Because as the Polish experience
reminds us, the defense of the West ultimately rests not only on means
but also on the will of its people to prevail and be successful and get
what you have to have. The fundamental question of our time is
whether the West has the will to survive. Do we have the confidence
in our values to defend them at any cost? Do we have enough respect
for our citizens to protect our borders? Do we have the desire and the
courage to preserve our civilization in the face of those who would
subvert and destroy it? (Applause.)

We can have the largest economies and the most lethal weapons
anywhere on Earth, but if we do not have strong families and strong
values, then we will be weak and we will not survive. (Applause.)If anyone
forgets the critical importance of these things, let them come to one
country that never has. Let them come to Poland. (Applause.) And let
them come here, to Warsaw, and learn the story of the Warsaw Uprising.

When they do, they should learn about Jerusalem Avenue. In
August of 1944, Jerusalem Avenue was one of the main roads running
east and west through this city, just as it is today.

Control of that road was crucially important to both sides in the
battle for Warsaw. The German military wanted it as their most direct
route to move troops and to form a very strong front. And for the Polish

Home Army, the ability to pass north and south across that street was
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critical to keep the center of the city, and the Uprising itself, from being
split apart and destroyed.

Every night, the Poles put up sandbags amid machine gun fire
— and it was horrendous fire — to protect a narrow passage across
Jerusalem Avenue. Every day, the enemy forces knocked them down
again and again and again. Then the Poles dug a trench. Finally, they
built a barricade. And the brave Polish fighters began to flow across
Jerusalem Avenue. That narrow passageway, just a few feet wide, was
the fragile link that kept the Uprising alive.

Between its walls, a constant stream of citizens and freedom fighters
made their perilous, just perilous, sprints. They ran across that street,
they ran through that street, they ran under that street — all to defend
this city. “The far side was several yards away,” recalled one young Polish
woman named Greta. That mortality and that life was so important
to her. In fact, she said, “The mortally dangerous sector of the street
was soaked in the blood. It was the blood of messengers, liaison gitls,
and couriers.”

Nazi snipers shot at anybody who crossed. Anybody who crossed,
they were being shot at. Their soldiers burned every building on the
street, and they used the Poles as human shields for their tanks in
their effort to capture Jerusalem Avenue. The enemy never ceased its
relentless assault on that small outpost of civilization. And the Poles
never ceased its defense.

The Jerusalem Avenue passage required constant protection, repair,
and reinforcement, but the will of its defenders did not waver, even
in the face of death. And to the last days of the Uprising, the fragile
crossing never, ever failed. It was never, ever forgotten. It was kept open

by the Polish people.
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The memories of those who perished in the Warsaw Uprising cry
out across the decades, and few are clearer than the memories of those
who died to build and defend the Jerusalem Avenue crossing. Those
heroes remind us that the West was saved with the blood of patriots;
that each generation must rise up and play their part in its defense —
(Applanse.) — and that every foot of ground, and every last inch of
civilization, is worth defending with your life.

Our own fight for the West does not begin on the battlefield — it
begins with our minds, our wills, and our souls. Today, the ties that
unite our civilization are no less vital, and demand no less defense, than
that bare shred of land on which the hope of Poland once totally rested.
Our freedom, our civilization, and our survival depend on these bonds
of history, culture, and memory.

And today as ever, Poland is in our heart, and its people are in that
fight. (Applause.) Just as Poland could not be broken, I declare today
for the world to hear that the West will never, ever be broken. Our
values will prevail. Our people will thrive. And our civilization will

triumph. (Applause.)
AUDIENCE: Donald Trump! Donald Trump! Donald Trump!

PRESIDENT TRUMP: Thank you. So, together, let us all fight
like the Poles — for family, for freedom, for country, and for God.

Thank you. God Bless You. God bless the Polish people. God bless
our allies. And God bless the United States of America.

Thank you. God bless you. Thank you very much. (dpplause.)

END

1:55 PM. CEST
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My fellow Americans: Four years ago, we launched a great national
effort to rebuild our country, to renew its spirit, and to restore the
allegiance of this government to its citizens. In short, we embarked on
a mission to make America great again— for all Americans.

As I conclude my term as the 45th President of the United States,
I stand before you truly proud of what we have achieved together. We
did what we came here to do—and so much more.

This week, we inaugurate a new administration and pray for its
success in keeping America safe and prosperous. We extend our best
wishes, and we also want them to have luck—a very important word.

I'd like to begin by thanking just a few of the amazing people who
made our remarkable journey possible.

First, let me express my overwhelming gratitude for the love and
support of our spectacular First Lady, Melania. Let me also share my
deepest appreciation to my daughter Ivanka, my son-in-law Jared, and
to Barron, Don, Eric, Tiffany, and Lara. You fill my world with light
and with joy.

I also want to thank Vice President Mike Pence, his wonderful wife
Karen, and the entire Pence family.

Thank you as well to my Chief of Staff, Mark Meadows; the
dedicated members of the White House Staff and the Cabinet; and all
the incredible people across our administration who poured out their
heart and soul to fight for America.

I also want to take a moment to thank a truly exceptional group of

people: the United States Secret Service. My family and I will forever be
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in your debt. My profound gratitude as well to everyone in the White
House Military Office, the teams of Marine One and Air Force One,
every member of the Armed Forces, and state and local law enforcement

all across our country.

10 serve as your President has been an honor
beyond description. Thank you for this extraordinary
privilege. And that’s what it is—a great privilege and

a great honor.

PrESIDENT DoNALD J. TRUMP

Most of all, I want to thank the American people. To serve as your
President has been an honor beyond description. Thank you for this
extraordinary privilege. And that’s what it is—a great privilege and a
great honor.

We must never forget that while Americans will always have our
disagreements, we are a nation of incredible, decent, faithful, and peace-
loving citizens who all want our country to thrive and flourish and be
very, very successful and good. We are a truly magnificent nation.

All Americans were horrified by the assault on our Capitol. Political
violence is an attack on everything we cherish as Americans. It can
never be tolerated.

Now more than ever, we must unify around our shared values and
rise above the partisan rancor, and forge our common destiny.

Four years ago, I came to Washington as the only true outsider ever
to win the presidency. I had not spent my career as a politician, butasa

builder looking at open skylines and imagining infinite possibilities. I
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ran for President because I knew there were towering new summits for
America just waiting to be scaled. I knew the potential for our nation
was boundless as long as we put America first.

So Ileft behind my former life and stepped into a very difficult arena,
but an arena nevertheless, with all sorts of potential if properly done.
America had given me so much, and I wanted to give something back.

Together with millions of hardworking patriots across this land,
we built the greatest political movement in the history of our country.
We also built the greatest economy in the history of the world. It was
about “America First” because we all wanted to make America great
again. We restored the principle that a nation exists to serve its citizens.
Our agenda was not about right or left, it wasn’t about Republican or
Democrat, but about the good of a nation, and that means the whole
nation.

With the support and prayers of the American people, we achieved
more than anyone thought possible. Nobody thought we could even

come close.

With the support and prayers of the American
people, we achieved more than anyone thought possible.
Nobody thought we could even come close.

PrESIDENT DoNALD J. TRUMP

We passed the largest package of tax cuts and reforms in American
history. We slashed more job-killing regulations than any administration
had ever done before. We fixed our broken trade deals, withdrew

from the horrible Trans-Pacific Partnership and the impossible Paris
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Climate Accord, renegotiated the one-sided South Korea deal, and we
replaced NAFTA with the groundbreaking USMCA—that’s Mexico
and Canada—a deal that’s worked out very, very well.

Also, and very importantly, we imposed historic and monumental
tarifts on China; made a great new deal with China. But before the ink
was even dry, we and the whole world got hit with the China virus.
Our trade relationship was rapidly changing, billions and billions of
dollars were pouring into the U.S., but the virus forced us to go in a
different direction.

The whole world suffered, but America outperformed other
countries economically because of our incredible economy and the
economy that we built. Without the foundations and footings, it
wouldn’t have worked out this way. We wouldn’t have some of the
best numbers we’ve ever had.

We also unlocked our energy resources and became the world’s
number-one producer of oil and natural gas by far. Powered by these
policies, we built the greatest economy in the history of the world. We
reignited America’s job creation and achieved record-low unemployment
for African Americans, Hispanic Americans, Asian Americans,
women—almost everyone.

Incomes soared, wages boomed, the American Dream was restored,
and millions were lifted from poverty in just a few short years. It was
a miracle. The stock market set one record after another, with 148
stock market highs during this short period of time, and boosted the
retirements and pensions of hardworking citizens all across our nation.
401(k)s are at a level they’ve never been at before. We’ve never seen
numbers like we’ve seen, and that’s before the pandemic and after the

pandemic.
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We rebuilt the American manufacturing base, opened up thousands
of new factories, and brought back the beautiful phrase: “Made in the
USA.”

To make life better for working families, we doubled the child
tax credit and signed the largest-ever expansion of funding for
childcare and development. We joined with the private sector to
secure commitments to train more than 16 million American workers
for the jobs of tomorrow.

When our nation was hit with the terrible pandemic, we produced
not one, but two vaccines with record-breaking speed, and more will
quickly follow. They said it couldn’t be done but we did it. They call
it a “medical miracle”, and that’s what they’re calling it right now: a
“medical miracle.”

Another administration would have taken 3, 4, 5, maybe even up
to 10 years to develop a vaccine. We did in nine months.

We grieve for every life lost, and we pledge in their memory to wipe
out this horrible pandemic once and for all.

When the virus took its brutal toll on the world’s economy, we
launched the fastest economic recovery our country has ever seen. We
passed nearly $4 trillion in economic relief, saved or supported over
50 million jobs, and slashed the unemployment rate in half. These are
numbers that our country has never seen before.

We created choice and transparency in healthcare, stood up to big
pharma in so many ways, but especially in our effort to get favored-
nations clauses added, which will give us the lowest prescription drug
prices anywhere in the world.

We passed VA Choice, VA Accountability, Right to Try, and

landmark criminal justice reform.
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We confirmed three new justices of the United States Supreme
Court. We appointed nearly 300 federal judges to interpret our
Constitution as written.

For years, the American people pleaded with Washington to finally
secure the nation’s borders. I am pleased to say we answered that plea
and achieved the most secure border in U.S. history. We have given our
brave border agents and heroic ICE officers the tools they need to do
their jobs better than they have ever done before, and to enforce our
laws and keep America safe.

We proudly leave the next administration with the strongest
and most robust border security measures ever put into place. This
includes historic agreements with Mexico, Guatemala, Honduras,
and El Salvador, along with more than 450 miles of powerful new
wall.

We restored American strength at home and American leadership
abroad. The world respects us again. Please don’t lose that respect.

We reclaimed our sovereignty by standing up for America at the
United Nations and withdrawing from the one-sided global deals
that never served our interests. And NATO countries are now paying
hundreds of billions of dollars more than when I arrived just a few years
ago. It was very unfair. We were paying the cost for the world. Now
the world is helping us.

And perhaps most importantly of all, with nearly $3 trillion, we
fully rebuilt the American military—all made in the USA. We launched
the first new branch of the United States Armed Forces in 75 years: the
Space Force. And last spring, I stood at Kennedy Space Center in Florida
and watched as American astronauts returned to space on American

rockets for the first time in many, many years.

246



GEORGE MIHAIL NEAMTU

We revitalized our alliances and rallied the nations of the world to
stand up to China like never before.

We obliterated the ISIS caliphate and ended the wretched life of
its founder and leader, al Baghdadi. We stood up to the oppressive
Iranian regime and killed the world’s top terrorist, Iranian butcher
Qasem Soleimani.

We recognized Jerusalem as the capital of Israel and recognized
Israeli sovereignty over the Golan Heights.

As a result of our bold diplomacy and principled realism, we
achieved a series of historic peace deals in the Middle East. Nobody
believed it could happen. The Abraham Accords opened the doors to
a future of peace and harmony, not violence and bloodshed. It is the
dawn of a new Middle East, and we are bringing our soldiers home.

I am especially proud to be the first President in decades who has
started no new wars.

Above all, we have reasserted the sacred idea that, in America, the
government answers to the people. Our guiding light, our North Star,
our unwavering conviction has been that we are here to serve the noble
everyday citizens of America. Our allegiance is not to the special interests,
corporations, or global entities; it’s to our children, our citizens, and
to our nation itself.

As President, my top priority, my constant concern, has always
been the best interests of American workers and American families. I
did not seek the easiest course; by far, it was actually the most difficult.
I did not seck the path that would get the least criticism. I took on the
tough battles, the hardest fights, the most difficult choices because
that’s what you elected me to do. Your needs were my first and last

unyielding focus.
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This, I hope, will be our greatest legacy: Together, we put the
American people back in charge of our country. We restored self-
government. We restored the idea thatin America no one is forgotten,
because everyone matters and everyone has a voice. We fought for the
principle that every citizen is entitled to equal dignity, equal treatment,
and equal rights because we are all made equal by God. Everyone is
entitled to be treated with respect, to have their voice heard, and to
have their government listen. You are loyal to your country, and my

administration was always loyal to you.

This, I hope, will be our greatest legacy: Together,
we put the American people back in charge of our
conntry.

PrESIDENT DoNALD J. TRUMP

We worked to build a country in which every citizen could find
a great job and support their wonderful families. We fought for the
communities where every American could be safe and schools where
every child could learn. We promoted a culture where our laws would
be upheld, our heroes honored, our history preserved, and law-abiding
citizens are never taken for granted. Americans should take tremendous
satisfaction in all that we have achieved together. It’s incredible.

Now, as I leave the White House, I have been reflecting on the
dangers that threaten the priceless inheritance we all share. As the
world’s most powerful nation, America faces constant threats and
challenges from abroad. But the greatest danger we face is a loss of

confidence in ourselves, a loss of confidence in our national greatness.
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A nation is only as strong as its spirit. We are only as dynamic as our
pride. We are only as vibrant as the faith that beats in the hearts of
our people.

No nation can long thrive thatloses faith in its own values, history,
and heroes, for these are the very sources of our unity and our vitality.

What has always allowed America to prevail and triumph over the
great challenges of the past has been an unyielding and unashamed
conviction in the nobility of our country and its unique purpose in
history. We must never lose this conviction. We must never forsake our
belief in America.

The key to national greatness lies in sustaining and instilling our
shared national identity. That means focusing on what we have in
common: the heritage that we all share.

At the center of this heritage is also a robust belief in free expression,
free speech, and open debate. Only if we forget who we are, and how
we got here, could we ever allow political censorship and blacklisting
to take place in America. It’s not even thinkable. Shutting down free
and open debate violates our core values and most enduring traditions.

In America, we don’t insist on absolute conformity or enforce
rigid orthodoxies and punitive speech codes. We just don’t do that.
America is not a timid nation of tame souls who need to be sheltered
and protected from those with whom we disagree. That’s not who we
are. It will never be who we are.

For nearly 250 years, in the face of every challenge, Americans
have always summoned our unmatched courage, confidence, and
fierce independence. These are the miraculous traits that once led
millions of everyday citizens to set out across a wild continent and

carve out a new life in the great West. It was the same profound love
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of our God-given freedom that willed our soldiers into battle and our
astronauts into space.

As I think back on the past four years, one image rises in my mind
above all others. Whenever I traveled all along the motorcade route,
there were thousands and thousands of people. They came out with
their families so that they could stand as we passed, and proudly wave
our great American flag. It never failed to deeply move me. I knew that
they did not just come out to show their support of me; they came out
to show me their support and love for our country.

This is a republic of proud citizens who are united by our common
conviction that America is the greatest nation in all of history. We are,
and must always be, a land of hope, of light, and of glory to all the
world. This is the precious inheritance that we must safeguard at every

single turn.

We are, and must always be, a land of hope, of
light, and of glory to all the world. This is the precious

inberitance that we must safeguard at every single turn.

PreSIDENT DoNALD J. TRUMP

For the past four years, I have worked to do just that. From a great
hall of Muslim leaders in Riyadh to a great square of Polish people in
Warsaw; from the floor of the Korean Assembly to the podium at the
United Nations General Assembly; and from the Forbidden City in
Beijing to the shadow of Mount Rushmore, I fought for you, I fought
for your family, I fought for our country. Above all, I fought for America

and all it stands for—and that is safe, strong, proud, and free.
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Now, as I prepare to hand power over to a new administration at
noon on Wednesday, I want you to know that the movement we started
is only just beginning. There’s never been anything like it. The belief
that a nation must serve its citizens will not dwindle but instead only
grow stronger by the day.

Aslong as the American people hold in their hearts deep and devoted
love of country, then there is nothing that this nation cannot achieve.
Our communities will flourish. Our people will be prosperous. Our
traditions will be cherished. Our faith will be strong. And our future
will be brighter than ever before.

I go from this majestic place with a loyal and joyful heart, an
optimistic spirit, and a supreme confidence that for our country and
for our children, the best is yet to come.

Thank you, and farewell. God bless you. God bless the United

States of America.
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